
  

MAY DAY 
Around the world, May 1st or May Day, is celebrated to 
welcome spring. Traditions include dancing around a 
Maypole, making a crown of flowers and naming a 
queen. In our area, dropping off a May Day basket, 
ringing the doorbell, and running off can be a fun 
tradition to start in your family. You don’t need to buy a 
basket but can make one by rolling a piece of paper 
into a cone and adding a ribbon or paper handle or 
filling plastic cups with treats, a note, or a homemade 
picture to brighten someone’s day!  
 
Pointing to May 1st on your calendar  
or finding an online story about May  
Day are ways to bring in learning and literacy to this 
new tradition!  
 

TAKE A BREAK 
Distance Learning is great, but don’t forget to take a 
break! Search Cosmic Kids Yoga on YouTube and do 
some family yoga together! 
 

PLAYDOH 
Make Playdoh together and roll into shapes. Identifying 
shapes comes before learning letters and starts to 
come around age 2 and by age 3 a child should be able 
to name basic shapes.  
Recipe: 1 C flour 
1C Water 
2t cream of tartar 
½ C salt 
1T vegetable oil 
Food coloring 
Instructions: 1) Mix together all the ingredients, except 
the food coloring in a 2 quart saucepan. 2) Cook over 
low/medium heat, stirring. Once it thickens, add the 
food coloring. 3) Stir until the mixture is much thicker 
and begins to gather around the spoon. 4) Remove the 
dough onto wax paper or a plate to cool. 5) Store in a 
sealed container. 
 

HOME LITERACY ACTIVITIES 
Websites for great at home literacy activities  

1. https://tinyurl.com/sv8klku 
2. https://tinyurl.com/y88k9xjt 
3. https://tinyurl.com/ycphcx9z 

 

SIDEWALK CHALK 

Draw lines and have your child copy. Encourage your 
child to “aim and scribble” in the boundary of a simple 
shape. Name shapes that you draw. Write the 1st letter 
of your child’s name and tell them it is “their” letter.  
 
Make roads to drive cars and trucks on or create a 
chalk zoo for toy animals. 

 

 

Any third party non-school district events in this newsletter are not sponsored/endorsed by Bismarck Public Schools. 

Raising a Reader  
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EVERYDAY ACTIVITIES 
You don’t need more than what is already at home to teach your child. Here are some ways to teach your child 
at home: 
 
Playing with others can include social games such as peek-a-boo, so-big, and patacake. It also includes songs 
and rhymes like “Ring-around-the-Rosy” and “Itsy-bitsy Spider.”  
 
Playing with objects around the home includes play equipment such as a slide, rocking horse, or swing, and 
moveable objects, such as a large ball, wagon, blanket, or sofa cushions. By adding motivating actions and 
movements, you can help to create enjoyment with the object and interaction.  
 
Meals and snacks provide a place for sharing enjoyment and interests as well as everyday practice of requests 
and protests. Have your child participate in preparing the food, cooking, setting the table, and cleaning up, you 
can create more opportunities for practice and learning.  
 
Caregiving activities such as washing hands, dressing, changing diapers, bathing, and brushing teeth happen 
throughout the day and can be structured to offer many chances for social interaction and communication.  
 
Family Chores like picking up toys, putting clothes in the laundry, feeding a pet, getting the mail, or taking out 
the trash/recycling are opportunities to engage your child. Taking advantage of the time that you already spend 
doing family chores can be a time to learn.  
 

ONLINE STORYTIMES 

Libraries and celebrities are offering to “go live” 
and read throughout the day. If you have 
Facebook, check out our pages: BECEP Early 
Intervention and BECEP Right Track, where 
information is posted regularly.  
 
Facebook pages to look for live events:  
Miss Sparkles at the Bismarck Veteran’s 
Memorial Public Library throughout the week 
Until June 4th, Dolly Parton’s Imagination 
Library is at 7p central on Thursday nights 
PBS Kids on Monday mornings 
 
If you are not on Facebook, 
https://www.barnesandnoble.com/h/bn-storytime 
has storytimes and YouTube can also be 
searched for stories read aloud.  
 

CONTACT US! 

Please feel free to reach out to your Early 
Intervention, Early Head Start, or Right Track 
home visitor or the Right Track office at 701-
323-4419. 
 

The Bismarck Public School District does not discriminate on the basis of race, sex, color, national origin, religion, age or disability in admission or 
access to or treatment or employment in its programs and activities. To obtain this material in an alternate format, or if you need access, or auxiliary 
services such as interpreters, large print, braille or recorded material, call (701) 323-4071, or a TTY Relay Service at 711 or 1-800-366-6888 two weeks 

prior to the event. 
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